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In Memor iam:

Alvin Cullum York received the highest accolade his country could give him by
decorating him with the Medal of Honor. He was able to return to his homeland,
marry and raise a family.

We should not forget the other sixteen members of the seventeen man patrol,
six of whom would never see home again. For those who died, a lonely grave in a
French forest, thousands of miles from their homeland was to be their resting place.

It is important having determined th e location where they fought and died,
that this point should be the focus for historical study and remembrance in an
engagement whichsingled York out as the outstanding hero of the Great War by both
the US Army, and the people of the United States

Let us remember these brave men

SergeantBernard Early - Wounded in Action (WIA)

Corporal Murray Savage - Killed in Action (KIA) (grave found in 1921)
Private Maryan Dymowski T KIA (Grave found in 1919)
Private Ralph Weiler i KIA (Grave found in 1919)

Squad Leader: Corporal William Cutting (aka: Ottis Merrithew) 1 WIA
Private William Wine i KIA (Grave found in 1921)

Private Fred Wareing T KIA (Grave found in 1919)

Private Michael Saccina

Private Patrick Donohue

Private Feodor Sok

Private George Wills

Private Carl Swanson 1 KIA ( Foundin 1919, b ody repatriated )

Private Marie Muzzi i WIA
Private Percy Beardsley
Private Joseph Konotski

Private Thomas Johnson

With the exception of Private Swanson, the other five killed in this action were
exhumed from their battlefield graves and buried in the US Meuse-Argonne
Cemetery at Romagne sous-Montfaucon.

May they Restin Peace
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The Meuse-Argonne Offensive

What Happened :

The American First Army carried out its first offensive on 12 September 1918
in the St. Mihiel Salient, south-east of Verdun. The attack, designed in effect to
straighten the lines and 'pinch out' the bulge in the line, or Salient, was a great
success and in less than forty hours, the Americans had achieved their objectives.

On 26 September 1918the American Meuse-Argonne offensive began. In an
attempt to drive the Germans northw ards towards the River Aisne, the American
First Army attacked. They were able to take their first German objectives but a lack of
experience prevented them from taking advantage of the situation. The Germans
were resisting strongly and on 29 September, the Americans took the defensive in
order to reorganize.

The Americans were fighting alongside the French 4th Army whose rate of
progress was also slow. On 4 October, the Americans attacked again, pushing slowly
northwards.

The Argonne Forestspreadslike the haunches of a huge beast. It is vastwith
many steep tree lined slopes and it proved to be extremely difficult terrain for the
Americans to make any forward movement fighting in it. It had never been intended
for them to fight in the forested areasin the first place, preferring to skirt them, but
inexorably, the Americans had to resort to forest fighting as the Germans had strong
defences within.

On 7 October 1918, the American 82nd Division reached the small village of
Chatel-Chéhéry. Picturesque and situated onbeautiful rolling hills; this village had
been occupied by the Germans for 4 years. The seizure of thvillage; the forest
beyond and the German De@uville railroad even further away, were to be the
objectives of the 82nd Division of which Corporal Alvin C. York was part.

The story that now unfolds will tell of the exploits of York on 8 October 1918,
who single-handedly killed 21 of the enemy and took 132 prisoner. He was awarded
the Medal of Honor. Alvin C. York was the First World War equivalent of Audie
Murphy from WWII , and he was afforded all the honors by his country that he
deserved.

[6]



Introduction :

Dr. Tom Nolan of MTSU and Dr. Michael Birdwell of Tennessee Tech,
together with other team members, commenced work in the Argonne forest in
2006. The objective was to locate the site where Alvin York fought his battle on 8
October 1918.Nolan based his research on historical documents containing spatial
information that could be applied onto the modern | andscape. The team felt that the
use of Geographic Information Science (GIS) would greatly assist in the quest to pin
point York's firing site.

On a visit to the National Archives in Washington D.C. (NARA), Nolan found
letters from York's former commander s, Major Buxton and Captain Danforth. These
had been written to Captain Harry Swindler who was preparing a re-enactment of
the fight for the 1929 Army War College Annual Relief Carnival. Within the bundle of
letters, Nolan found a copy of a 1:20,000 scale1918 Foret d'Argonne map sheet upon
which Buxton and Danforth had annotated the route the patrol took and where the
fight occurred as well as the route they took back to the battalion Command Post.
(CP)

In addition, Dr Nolan found the US Army Graves Registration Service (GRS)
disinterment records for the six soldiers on the patrol that were killed in the action.
These men had been buried where they fell at the scene of the fight,and the records
contained grid coordinates giving the location where the men had been buried. They
were later exhumed and their bodies removed to the US cemetery at MeuseArgonne.

The GRS coordinates and the Buxton/Danforth maps and letters along with
the 82nd Division account of this event, all point to a small area in a remote wooded
ravine several hundred meters left of the left flank of York's unit.

Dr Nolan published the results of his findings in his doctoral dissertation
‘Battlefield Interpretation.' Here is the link:
http://ecommons.txstate.edu/geogtad/5/ 1

Brad Posey'sinvolvement started in the summer of 2008 when he was
invited by a serving US Army officer, LTC Douglas Mastriano (now Colonel) of the
Sergeant York Discovery Expedition (SYDE) to help in metal detecting. Posey only
helped on one occasion, and he never beame a member of that group. The SYDE are
not associated with the Sergeant York Project but they had similar objectives; to
locate Sgt York's firing position . The SYDE are convinced that the York fight took
place at a different location, 500 to 600 meters from the Project site. Mastriano
claimed to Poseywith 100% certainty, that he had found the exact spot where
Sergeant York earned the Medal of Honor (CMOH) and that he had discovered 21 of
the .45 cartridges York is reported to have fired.

! Submitted for the Degree Doctor of Philosophy, San Marcos, Texas. May 2007
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Almost immediately upon his arrival at the site, Posey and his partner
found another .45 cartridge and .45 slug in addition to a wealth of other art ifacts the
SYDEhad missed. Over the 4 days that they worked, Posey and partner recovered
many artifacts from all over the ridge upon which the present day York Memorial is
situated. Many of these artifacts can be seen in the reporton the SYDE website and
are described as artfacts from the "York spot.’

http://lwww.sgtyorkdiscovery.com/The_York_Story.php

Posey was dscouraged by the lack ofscientific methodology in the SYDE's
failure to document the location of any of the artifacts they found. From Posey's 30
years of experience in searching battlefields with a metal detector, he saw that the
SYDE group were workingwith cheap machines and using sloppy search techniques,
neither was there any systemthat would competently record the provenance of any
of the artifacts recovered.

Disappointed, Posey returned home to Germany where he began to conduct
his own research. He found a copy of the 82nd Division history and soon afterwards,
came to the conclusion that the Army group were indeed in the wrong location. This
question will be answered comprehensively in the pages that follow.

In February 1919 the 82nd Division conducted a thorough investigation at the
scene of the fight and published adetailed summary of it in their division history. It
is extremely important to determine the actual site in order to understand the
battle. It is equally important that those who fought and died there are properly
honored and any memorial should be placed where the events took place.

After coming to the conclusion that the SYDEwas in the wrong place, Posey
came into contact with Dr. Nolan from Middle Tennessee State University. Nolan
had been researching in the Argonne, like the SYDE, since 2006 and he was
exploring a remote ravine 500 to 600 meters from the SYDE site. An important
difference between the two groups was that Dr. Nolan had a legal permit to conduct
his research from the regional director of archaeology.

Brad Posey joined the Project teamas a result of his conviction that the SYDE
were in the wrong place, andin April 2009 , hejoined Dr. Nolan and the Project team
in the Argonne Forest, and overa 10 day period they found additional evidence to
that discovered earlier, which confirmed that Dr. Nolan's site was indeed the true
site. Much of the work that follows has been meticulously researched and presented
by Brad Posey working alongside Dr. Tom Nolan.

The Argument:

The Sergeant York Project has been a major investigation. British historian,
project participant and former police detective Michael Kelly should know. Having
being involved in homicide and serious crime cases for 24 years, he readily admits
that the piecing together of evidence in the York case has been a major undertaking
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which hasdeserved a methodical and professional approach in order to gain as much
evidenceas possible.

As in all investigations of this nature, there will be some questions that remain
unanswered. Some answers in all probability may never be known, facts cannot be
manufactured and only constructive and logical debate can ensue from some area®f
the Project investigation. However, it may be that in the future, additional evidence
could emerge whichwill explain the anomalies that exist. We doknow that the
research methodology used by the Project teamwill bear scrutiny over time, and if
later evidence is forthcoming, further examination can be carried out at a site that,
unlike the SYDE location, has not been archaeologically cstroyed.

It is extremely disappointing that the work of Dr. Nolan and his team has
never been scrutinised outsidethe confines of his doctoral dissertation. The SYDE
have had their work accepted in some quarters as being the true catalog of events,
purely because they presented their case first intheir haste to 'beat any opposition' to
the post. This practice cannot be acceptable within credible scientific and academic
circles. In addition, a rtifacts from the SYDE site have been presented tothe Director
of the US Army Center of Military believing that they had been discovered at the true
York location. You have readthat Brad Posey was present at the discovery of some of
those artifacts, and can testify to non-professional practice and suspect techniques
used by the SYDE, coupled with either their refusal or failure to recognise, utilize or
identify key elements with in the historical factual records that is available to all. The
fact remains that evidence suggestghe site of the monument erected near the village
of Chétel-Chéhéryis located dead center of 2nd Battalion, 328th Infantry main
attack. York's patrol was not anywhere close to the site of the present day monument
on that October morning, and the evidence that follows will prove that beyond any
reasonable doubt.

The Project Team have been asked,Well, does it really matter?" We are
adamant that it does. For many years, men have pondered as to the exact site of
York's feat. It matters t o the future generations of scholars and tourists. If we didn't
have the information already, as a seriousstudent or as a passing historian, you
would want to know the name of the street where Kennedy was assassinated; the
exactsites of Civil War battlefields, or if there was any confusion, (or indeed more
than one hill), the correct hill where the Marines raised the flag at Iwo Jima. The site
where the US hero of WWII, Audie Murphy was in action is well documented. He is
another well known 'One man army.' See http://www.audiemurphy.com/holtzwihr3.htm
The visitor is able to visit that location in the full knowledge that is where Murphy
performed his deeds of heroism.

There follows a letter received from a retired U.S. Army officer. At that time
Wikipedia were not portraying a full representation of the York story. We are pleased
to say that has now changed and Wikipedia are displaying amore encompassing and
fair picture of events, but the contents of the letter do admirably outline generally the
current frustration the Sergeant York Project Team feels.
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It needs to be broughttot hei r attention that Dr. Nolanbés work was
a doctoral dissertation committee and he successfully defended his findings to the committee. His

work was done with utmost intellectual and unbiased research methodology. Dr. Nolan és i nf o woul d
lend more credibility to Wikipedia's narrative than that of Colonel Mastriano

Peer reviews will start accepting Dr. Nolanbds finding
meet rigorous research standards. In order to maintain their cre dibility, Wikipedia should
emphasize Dr. Nolandés work and treat Col onel Mastrian

of the account.

The importance of this is representatives of the French government are trying to promote the
Argonne as a tourist WWI destination and have been "forced" to accept Colonel Mastriano. If
Mastriano is accepted over Tom Nolan, then world - wide visitors to the site are going to go away
with a skewed historical account of what happened there. The French are caught in a dilemma as to
finding a historically accurate solution to this issue without damaging French relations with the US
Military.

Wikipedia needs to understand that this is not a personality battle between Dr. Nolan and Colonel

Mastriano and their respective supporte rs. And they need to understand that Mastriano, although

first to publish, should not pre -empt Nolan. He could not rush his dissertation to be first. Mastriano,

however, must have known about Dr. Nol ands research &
recognition.

The American Plan of Attack & the York Patrol Plan:

The Divisional history, painstakingly gathered at the end of the war by
General Duncan, has to be the starting point for any serious study. Before the fight
on 8 October 1918, Corporal Alvin Cullum York was fighting the Germans occupying
the hills west of the village of Chatel-Chéhéry. On the morning of 8 October, he was
one of a detail of 17 men given instructions to make their way behind German guns
that were holding up the attack and to destroy them. The following passage is
extracted from the division history. York was in the 328th Infantry, Company G.

In order to minimise the length of this paper, we have sepa rated some
accounts. They are nevertheless important facets of the project, and we

advise you to read them if you want a full picture of what took place, and

how we consider the events unfolded on 8 October 1918. If you wish to
read the extract fromthe 82 nd Divisional history , please follow this link.

http://www.sergeantyorkproject.com/82nd _ Division _history.pdf

Orientation:

We want to orientate the reader on both the topography and the military
situation on the ground on 8 October 1918. This is best doneby a series of maps and
charts which now follow.
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Plan of Flank Attack of First Army
Against Argonne Forest, October 7,1918
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On this map? you can see the 'Lost Battaliori on the western side of the Argonne. The
American attack had been oriented in a northerly direction until the 77th Division
(Lost Battalion) attack stalled. The objective plan being on the morning 8 October

1918, the 28th and 82nd Divisions would attack in a westerly direction into the

Argonne Forest to sever the narrow gauge railway known as the Decauville railway.

This was an arterial supply line for the Germans in the Argonne.

2 American Armies &attlefields in Europe. p.178 The 'Lost Battalion' in fact were never 'lost' and were not up
to battalion strength, however, during an attack, they became isolated from their support and endured 5 days
in a small 'pocket’ of supdruman resistance amidévrmidable German opposition. Their story is one of

bravery and fortitude. Brad Posey is currently involved in research investigation with the French authorities at
this site.
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The area around Chatel-Chéhéry. The place names areghose that the Americans
used. The Americans also used the French 1:20,000 Foret d'Argonne map sheet.

[13]



/ oy @_Zwﬁiw;hrTi‘ifan;&-- gty N WY
/& §/ | 2LandwehrDivision = 327%Infantry |
/8 sl 7 - | 82"pivision | |
(&< ) Hill180 | |
/ (o] \0 / /
/& 5/ Hill 167 Cote JBO /
= 3/ /A
/5 &/ 4
l& (7 // ,'/
{_'/ ‘\Q / /
\X‘“ /
/ /
d 7 g 3 /" y ,/‘/' { . ‘(//
120" Landwehr Infantry | Ve Y /i 7
, : 82 Division, ! . \ Ve R
io% | Ill223 | ol
.'.‘,'I"“‘; nd - =20 ) ; = ) N
]/ li82 Dl\lsnon%ﬁnc‘lgwk 1 ook
‘ -5"7{5. ' G, A } -
s : 'i [~y || 281" Division Boundary.¢
~ \ A '-‘, a4 il s ooy bt AM B
' X '{ wHenery " WA\ \ \
\ LA, \ A I
P Y : : ¢ I.‘k“:?f : \ "%
{ / % v 1 AL | \\ \
A.‘ { §hid N . ~“;.\ J \\-} ' ..» \\\\.\‘: . \:‘
™ ‘———— L110thInfantry NG
R . : Hill244 [.4 28 pivision ; NG
B Cote 264 ) R %,
: / \\\:\\w
. ] ™
/I-fzﬁd Landwel;rfinfapjr_y;'- e i -4 {
- || 2™ Landwehr Division % Fover. | 1

L RERCY \11 e —

The French 1:20,000 Foret d'Argonne map sheet used by the Americans during the
battle. The names of Hill 180 and 167 have been added(The Americans used the
elevation contour index teame most hillsYou can see the location of the American
units when they were ready to 'jump off' on the morning of 8 October , and the
general locations of the German units they knew were in the hills in the easternedge
of the Argonne Forest. The divisional boundary between the 82nd and 28th
Divisions has also been included. Study of these maps is important in order to better
understand what happened and how it happened in addition to locating the site of
York's fight.

The attack was to be oriented alorg a compass direction of 10 degrees north of
west but this was changed shortly before the 0610 hrs 'jump off."on 8 October 1918.
All assault formations received this message with the exception of 2nd Battalion,
328th Infantry. The 'runner' bearing this me ssage had been killed and it was not
until later in the morning before the note in the dead runner 's pocket was found and

delivered to Major Tillman, the 2nd Battalion Commander who was in the process of
clearing Hill 167.
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The map above depicts the attack as it was supposed to have happened before the
change was made3

% 'Official History of 82nd DivisioAmerican Expeditionary Forces, 'All AmanicDivision, 19171919, George
Edward Buxton.
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This shows what happened shortly after 'jump off' on 8 October. The 327th Infantry
on the right of the 82nd Division attacked from Hill 180 in the direction of Cornay.
The 328thInfantry on the division's left flank continued in a westerly direction
having not received the orders to change the direction of the attack. The 28th
Division was stalled on the eastern slope of Hill 244. This left both flanks of the 328th
Infantry virtua lly exposed or not covered by adjacent friendly units - particularly on
the left flank 4.

The 328th Infantry was able to advance about half-way across the open field
just west of Hill 223 before receiving fire from the right (Champrocher Ridge), the
center (Hill 167) and particularly damaging fire from the hill located directly
southwest of Hill 223. The fire coming from the left stalled the advance on this flank

and it was decided to detach a group of me around this hill to try and get at the
German gunsfrom the rear.

* Ibid
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Hill 223 on the morning of 8 October, 1918,
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This map depicts the 2nd Battalion, 328th Infantry attack shortly after ‘jump off' on
the morning of 8 October 1918. Emphasis is placed upon'the hill located directly
southwest across the valley from Hill 2ZBhis is where the 82nd Division history says
the German machine-guns were located, and is the primary reason this event
occurred. It is the first tangible clue we have as to where this event took placeb.
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annotated with red and blue lines personally by Major Buxton and Captain Danforth
as to the route the patrol took as it departed on the mission to attack the German

machine-guns from the rear. It shows where the patrol encountered the Germans in

the ravine, where the York fight took place , and the patrol's egress route back to the
battalion Command Post. (CP) It also shows where they picked up the additional

enemy machine-gunners who were pinning down the rest of their Company in the

valley belows.
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The Buxton/Danforth map is over-layered onto the modern map. The description of
events on the left side of the map are excerpts from the letter written by Major
Buxton that accompanied the map sent to Captain Swindler at the Army War

College. The numbers on the original map correspond to the numbers on the modern

map and Buxton's account.

From the map, it is clear to see the area where the fight occurred and as you
will see later, it agrees with the GRSrecords in addition to many other doc uments
that will be produced. The area is also the location where Dr. Nolan and the Project

team had conducted their research since 2006.
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The Patrol Fight Area:

GRAVES OF 4 MEN, 327TH.

INr., 82nd.Division who were
killed while atding Sgt.Alvin
c.York and 13 other men ,527th,

» Regt. Inf., In capturing 132 |
Ger™mans . Argonne Forest, naag
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This is an image taken by the US Army Signal Corps during the 1919 investigation

into the York exploit and shows the graves of 4 of the men from the patrol who were

killed . (Take note that the Signal Corps lists the unit as 327th Infanitrghould be328th
Infantry.)

In the next photograph you will see a modern day view of the same site. Ths is
where Michael Kelly and Jim Deppen of the Project team found the fir st convincing
piece ofartifact evidence in 2006; a US Army collar disc from a soldier in G
Company, 328th Infantry. This is the site indicated on the Buxton/Danforth map
that also agrees with the GRS records of where tle graves werelocated prior to being
removed to the Meuse- Argonne cemetery. It is important to note that all of the patrol
members killed that morning, were buried where they fell.
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A current view of the same area, the hill is clearly the same hill, but the vegetation
has changed and as anyone who has made 'then and now' photographswill know |, it
is difficult sometimes to pinpoint an exact spot, particularly in a wooded area.
Important in this case is the interesting distribution of artifacts that were found
concentrated where this photograph was taken.

The G Company, 328th Infantry collar disc found by Dr. Nolan's Project team in
2006. This was the first piece of compelling evidence.

There were two more artifact s specifically marked to G Company, 328th
Infantry found here later. The site is located several hundred meters south of the

[21]



82nd Division's sector and from the position of G Company, 328th Infantry during
the battle. After the machine-guns on the hill above this ravine were silenced, G
Company proceeded to its objective. The only members of G Company ever to enter
this ravine were the 17 man pdrol of which York was part.
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Another modern perspective of the areawhere we believe the 4 man grave was
located.
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This is where we suspect Corporal Savage was initially buried.

operations in the location

trenching’
of Savage's initial burial site. More on the artifacts that were found here later.

The Frenchregional archaeologist conducting
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This is a hob-nailed boot sole that was found at the suspectedsite of Corporal
Savage's initial burial location.

View from the German perspective who were located on the slope above the ravine
and the American patrol at the time of the York confrontation.
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On the above photograph you will see thered panel marker in the foreground .
This is the site where we suspect Corporal Murray Savage was buried. The marker in
the distance, on the other side of the creek is where 4 other men of the patrol were
buried. A preponderance of expended 30-06 and .45 calibre cartridges were found
clustered together close to Savage's grave. It is possible that this could have been
York's initial firing position. It is impossible to determine York's exact firing position
unless we could travel back in time, however, the evidence gathered indicates that
this is the correct site.

We have to rely on historical documents, combined with use ofwhat the silent
artifact s recovered from the sitetell us in order to interpret the story. With this
research, all of theartifact s found were carefully documented by accurately recording
spatial information on each item with sub -meter accuracy, using a trade standard
Trimble GPS unit operated by Dr. Nolan. He processed this information and artifact
distribution maps were created with trade standard Arch GIS software.

A battl efield archaeologist from the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and
Anthropology cataloguing artifacts found in the York Project ravine.
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Traditional methods of archaeology cannot be used on an open battlefield. Dr.
Scott set the standard for battlefield archaeology through his research at the Little
Big Horn. 7 A thorough search of a battle area was conducted using experienced metal
detector operators. Artifact s were identified, catalogued and spatial information
recorded for eachartifact. When processed, this data can produce accuratartifact
distribution maps which can be used in the interpretation process and come to the
best possible conclusion of the events that took place.

Someof the artifacts recovered in April 2009 after cleaning and awaiting
cataloguing.

The Patrol: These are the 17 men in the patrol that took place on 8 October 1918.

Patrol Leader: SergeantBernard Early - Wounded in Action (WIA)
Squad Leader: Corporal Murray Savage- Killed in Action (KIA)

Private Maryan Dymowski 1 KIA
Private Ralph Weiler i KIA

Squad Leader: Corporal William Cutting (aka: Ottis Merrithew) 7 WIA
Private William Wine 1 KIA

Private Fred Wareing i KIA

Private Michael Saccina

Private Patrick Donohue

Private Feodor Sok

7Archaeological Perspectives on the Battle of the Little Big ISowit, Douglas, Jr., Richard Fox, Melissa
Connor, and Dick Harmon 1989. University ofa®&ma Press.
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Private George Wills

Squad Leader: Corporal Alvin York

Private Carl Swansoni KIA (Body repatriated to the US)
Private Marie Muzzi i WIA

Private Percy Beardsley

Private Joseph Konotski

Private Thomas Johnson

Burials of the Members of the American Patrol :

After the battle on 8 October, 1918 the men who were killed around Hill 223
and a short distance from Chéatel-Chéhérywere taken to the cemetery behind the
church in the village and buried there. The other men from E and G Company who
were killed further in to the valley west of Hill 223, on Hill 167 and the 6 members of
the patrol who were killed in the ravine were not buried until 24 October 1918. It was
common practice where there was no immediate cemetery, to bury the dead where
they fell. One of their two identification discs would be removed and given to the
Adjutant, the other would remain with the body.

Chaplain O6Farrely from t#thDiNdsb3sigdledEngi nee
the Grave Location Blanks giving grid coordinates for each grave. On several
different occasions from 1919 to 1921 these men were disinterred and moved to the
Meuse-Argonne Cemetery at Romagne. The reason it took so long to bury the nen is
unknown as well as the reason it took three years to locate and disinter all of the
graves.
Dr. Nolan retrieved the Grave Registration files for all six men from the patrol
who were killed that day. For comparison purposes, Brad Posey obtained copes of
ALL of the men from both E and G Companies who were killed on 8 October, 1918.

To help you with names of some senior army personnel who will appear in
this paper, here is an explanation.

General George B. Duncan had taken command of the 82nd Divsion on
October 4 1918. Just after the end of the war, Duncan appointed Colonel George
Edward Buxton as the Historical Officer for the division, and as a result, later
published the History of the 82nd Division. Buxton had beenYork's battalion
commander before his transfer to divisional duties. His place was taken by Major
Tillman. Captain Danforth was York's company commander. Both Buxton and
Danforth had been instrumental in convincing York back in the States, that his
strong religious beliefs would allow him to fight the war in Europe..
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Map References Given By

Captain Danforth and Captain Tillman
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This map produced by Dr. Nolan depicts the area of the main infantry attack as
described by Captains Danforth and Tillman.
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This is a scan of the Grave Location Blank forPrivate Swanson signed by Chaplain
OO0 F a r oan@3 Octpber, 1918and a scan of his Graves Registration Service card
signed by a Quartermaster Sergeantat the time Swanson was disinterred on 2
September, 1919.

There is a discrepancy in grid coadrdinate
and the one made by the Graves Registration Service in 1919. The reasons for this
will be explained later:
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GRS Disinterment
Locations

E‘ A V Patrol }

G Company 328t Infantry

Pvt Waering
Pvt Dymowski
Cpl Swanson
Pvt Weiler

E 296.6 - N 279.8
Cardenas Buried 20 yards west of I
. Graham creek, 50 yards east of path
: 0 Dupius at foot of hill '

¥ Pvt Wine

Wa 2o 3
- 7 S0 : N 15 ‘ E 296.7 - N 279.9 }
M |:| — : ‘T Buried 30 yards west of
3 7 creek, 20 yards east of path

0 ' D Ay . atfoot of hill

Weiler - : | Bk
Swanson |- : 2 C"[.‘:_ . Cpl Savage
Dymowski |} 53 Jicmy
: Waering | : i PPN E 297.18 - N 279.05
0 N/ 2 SNl ] {erroneous)

N X -\‘~¢4“?}‘z. Other G Company KlAs

Cpl Cardenas
o : Pvt Graham
a Cota Zi4 5 Pvt Dupius

E 297.0 - N 280.2 ]

Buried in valley 20 yards [

south of creek 150 yards
west of dirt road

—s . L+ a1 —

According to the records found at the NARA there were three separate graves for
the patrol members killed

Pvt Swanson, Pvt Dymowski, Pvt Wa reing and Pvt Weiler
Chaplain O6Farrelly states 29h4Ait280he gr ave
and the GRS disinterment card says the grave was found on 2 September, 1919 at
grid: 296.6 1 279.8. It went on to describe the general location as being 1.1
kilometers west of Chatel-Chéhéry, 20 yards west of a creek and 50 yards east of a
path at the foot of a hill. (All buried together).

Pvt Wine

Chaplain O6Farrelly states 29h4i 280haendthe ave wa
GRS disinterment card saysthe grave was found on 2 November, 1921 at grid296.7

T 279.9 . It went on to describe the general location as being 1.1 kilometers west of
Chatel-Chéhéry, 30 yards west of a creek and 20 yards east of a path at the foot of a

hill.

Cpl Savage
Chapl &iamr®d | yés Grave Location Blank and the
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missing from his file. The disinterment records and other documents in his folder

indicate that OO6Far r r e9714yi 280br. The disin@rangna ge at gr
records state that Savaye was removed from an isolated grave located a279.05 i

297.18.( Not only is there the common error foun
coordinates, there is a discrepancy with the way the GRS coordinates are recorded.

Please see appendices for Dr. No&n's explanation.)

Closer examination of the Grave Location Blanks filed out on 24 October, 1918
by Chaplain O6Farrelly revealed that ALL of
contained the same grid coordinates indicating the men were buried at the same
place slightly northwest of Hill 223.

For example, Posey discovered that the burial records of 16 men from G
Company and 8 men from E Company killed on 8 October 1918 bore Chaplain
OO0 F a r rnanie lorytlte £ards of the 6 patrol members killed and on another 3 men
from G Company who were killed in the valley between Hill 223 and Hill 167. All of
O6Farrellyds grid coordinates are erroneous
at the same place. He either did not know how to read a map or simply was not
physically at the scene and recorded bad data brought back from the field by burial
parties.

The US Army Graves Registration Service did a much better job of recording
accurate coordinates for the graves they disinterred as well as providing a general
description.

In an attempt to unravel this, Posey plotted all of the coordinates for all of the

men Chapl ain OO6Farrelly buried on 24 October
coordinates from th e time the graves were disinterred.
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Cardenas
Graham
\ Dupius

@ Savage j

Weiler
Swanson

Wareing

e Wine

| Dymowski

\\

\

Chaplain O'Farrely
303 Engineers, 79 Division :'

Erroneous coordinates
provided by Chaplain
O'Farrely

Date of burial: 24 October,
1918

Patrol ]
G Company 328t Infantry |

Pvt Wareing

Pvt Dymowski e o

Cpl Swanson
Pvt Weiler

Pvt Wine :|

E 297.4 N 280.2

Z ', Cpl Savage
—— d fres E 297.4 N 280.5 15
\ / " A A\
A Y ; 4 5@' '
I~ & e \'\\‘:]:"E‘ Other G Company KIAs
AN -“:_ \ Pvt Cardenas
"‘ X \ Pvt Graham R
e Cota 244 Pvt Dupius
> ; E 297.4 N 280.5
' ol _ ; NG =
; \ie7 [/ R
Ed s8] St
The first map above showst he bur i al |l ocations accordi

order to compare, the graves of the other 3 G Company members(Cardenas,
Graham & Dupius) are also shown. They were NOT members ofthe patrol.
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