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In Memor iam:

Alvin Cullum York received the highest accolade his country could give him by
decorating him with the Congressional Medal of Honor. He was able to return to his
homeland, marry and raise a family.

We should not forget the other sixteen members of the seventeen man patrol,
six of whom would never see home again. For those who died, a lonely grave in a
French forest, thousands of miles from their homeland was to be their resting place.

It is important having determined th e location where they fought and died,
that this point should be the focus for historical study and remembrance in an
engagement whichsingled York out as the outstanding hero of the Great War by both
the US Army, and the people of the United States

Let us remember these brave men

SergeantBernard Early - Wounded in Action (WIA)

Corporal Murray Savage - Killed in Action (KIA) (grave found in 1921)
Private Maryan Dymowski T KIA (Grave found in 1919)
Private Ralph Weiler i KIA (Grave found in 1919)

Squad Leader: Corporal William Cutting (aka: Ottis Merrithew) 1 WIA
Private William Wine i KIA (Grave found in 1921)

Private Fred Wareing T KIA (Grave found in 1919)

Private Michael Saccina

Private Patrick Donohue

Private Feodor Sok

Private George Wills

Priva te Carl Swanson 1 KIA ( Foundin 1919, b ody repatriated )

Private Marie Muzzi i WIA
Private Percy Beardsley
Private Joseph Konotski

Private Thomas Johnson

With the exception of Private Swanson, the other five killed in this action were
exhumed from their battlefield graves and buried in the US Meuse-Argonne
Cemetery at Romagne sous-Montfaucon.

May they Restin Peace
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The Meuse-Argonne Offensive

What Happened:

The American First Army carried out its first offensive on 12 September 1918
in the St. Mihiel Salient, south-east of Verdun. The attack, designed in effect to
straighten the lines and 'pinch out' the bulge in the line, or Salient, was a great
success and in less than forty hours, the Americans had achieved their objectives.

On 26 September 1918the American Meuse-Argonne offensive began. In an
attempt to drive the Germans northwards towards the River Aisne, the American
First Army attacked. They were able to take their first German objectives but a lack of
experience prevented them from taking advantage of the situation. The Germans
were resisting strongly and on 29 September, the Americans took the defensive in
order to reorganize.

The Americans were fighting alongside the French 4th Army whose rate of
progress was also slow. On 4 October, te Americans attacked again, pushing slowly
northwards.

The Argonne Forestspreadslike the haunches of a huge beast. It is vastwith
many steep tree lined slopes and it proved to be extremely difficult terrain for the
Americans to make any forward movement fighting in it. It had never been intended
for them to fight in the forested areas in the first place, preferring to skirt them, but
inexorably, the Americans had to resort to forest fighting as the Germans had strong
defences within.

On 7 October 198, the American 82nd Division reached the small village of
Chatel-Chehéry. Picturesque and situated onbeautiful rolling hills; this village had
been occupied by the Germans for 4 years. The seizure of thvillage; the forest
beyond and the German Dea@uvil le railroad even further away, were to be the
objectives of the 82nd Division of which Corporal Alvin C. York was part.

The story that now unfolds will tell of the exploits of York on 8 October 1918,
who single-handedly killed 21 of the enemy and took 12 prisoner. He was awarded
the Medal of Honor. Alvin C. York was the First World War equivalent of Audie
Murphy from WWII , and he was afforded all the honors by his country that he
deserved.
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Introduction :

Dr. Tom Nolan of MTSU and Dr. Michael Birdwell of Tennessee Tech,
together with other team members, commenced work in the Argonne forest in
2006. The objective was to locate the site where Alvin York fought his battle on 8
October 1918.Nolan based his research on historical documents containing spatial
information that could be applied onto the modern landscape. The team felt that the
use of Geographic Information Science (GIS) would greatly assist in the quest to pin
point York's firing site.

On a visit to the National Archives in Washington D.C. (NARA), Nolan found
letters from York's former commanders, Major Buxton and Captain Danforth. These
had been written to Captain Harry Swindler who was preparing a re-enactment of
the fight for the 1929 Army War College Annual Relief Carnival. Within the bundle of
letters, Nolan found a copy of a 1:20,000 scale 1918 Foret d'Argonne map sheet upon
which Buxton and Danforth had annotated the route the patrol took and where the
fight occurred as well as the route they took back to the battalion Command Post.
(CP)

In addition, Dr Nolan found the US Army Graves Registration Service (GRS)
disinterment records for the six soldiers on the patrol that were killed in the action.
These men had been buried where they fell at the scene of the fight,and the records
contained grid coordinates giving the location where the men had been buried. They
were later exhumed and their bodies removed to the US cemetery at MeuseArgonne.

The GRS coordinates and the Buxton/Danforth maps and letters along with
the 82nd Division account of this event, all point to a small area in a remote wooded
ravine several hundred meters left of the left flank of York's unit.

Dr Nolan published the results of his findings in his doctoral dissertation
‘Battlefield Interpretation.' Here is the link:
htt p://ecommons.txstate.edu/geogtad/5/ 1

Brad Posey's involvement started in the summer of 2008 when he was
invited by a serving US Army officer, LTC Douglas Mastriano (now Colonel) of the
Sergeant York Discovery Expedition (SYDE) to help in metal detecting. Posey only
helped on one occasion and he never became a member of that groupl'he SYDE are
not associated with the Sergeant York Project but they had similar objectives, to
locate Sgt. York's firing position. The SYDE are convinced that the York fight took
place at a different location, 500 to 600 meters from the Project site. Mastriano
claimed to Poseywith 100% certainty, that he had found the exact spot where
Sergeant York earned the Medal of Honor (CMOH) and that he had discovered 21 of
the .45 cartridges York is reported to have fired.

! Submitted for the Degree Doctor of Philosophy, San Marcos, Texas. May 2007
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Almost immediately upon his arrival at the site, Posey and his partner
found another .45 cartridge and .45 slug in addition to a wealth of other art ifacts the
SYDEhad missed. Over the 4 days thatthey worked, Posey and partner recovered
many artifacts from all over the ridge upon which the present day York Memorial is
situated. Many of these artifacts can be seen in the reporton the SYDE website and
are described as artfacts from the "York spot.’

http://lwww.sgtyorkdiscovery.com/The_York_Story.php

Posey was discouraged by the lack o$cientific methodology in the SYDE's
failure to document the location of any of the artifacts they found. From Posey's 30
years of experience in searching battlefelds with a metal detector, he saw that the
SYDE group were working with cheap machines and using sloppy search techniques,
neither was there any systemthat would competently record the provenance of any
of the artifacts recovered.

Disappointed, Posey returned home to Germany where he began to conduct
his own research. He found a copy of the 82nd Division history and soon afterwards,
came to the conclusion that the Army group were indeed in the wrong location. This
guestion has been answeredcomprehensively in the longer version of this paper on
this website.

In February 1919 the 82nd Division conducted a thorough investigation at the
scene of the fight and published adetailed summary of it in their division history.

After coming to the conclusion that the SYDEwas in the wrong place, Posey
came into contact with Dr. Nolan from Middle Tennessee State University. Nolan
had been researching in the Argonne, like the SYDE, since 2006 and he was
exploring a remote ravine 500 to 600 meters from the SYDE site. An important
difference between the two groups was that Dr. Nolan had a legal permit to conduct
his research from the regional director of archaeology.

Brad Posey joined the Project teamas a result of his conviction that the SYDE
were in the wrong place, andin April 2009 , hemet Dr. Nolan and the Project team in
the Argonne Forest, and overa 10 day period, they found additional evidence to that
discovered earlier, which confirmed that Dr. Nolan's site was indeed the true site.
This all important evidence was the temporary burial sites of the 6 U.S. soldiers of
York's patrol who were killed in the fight.

The Argument:

The Sergeant York Project has been a major investigation. British historian,
project participant and former police detective Michael Kelly should know. Having
being involved in homicide and serious crime cases for 24 years, he readily admits
that the piecing together of evidence in the York case has been a major undertaking
which hasdeserved a methodicd and professional approach in order to gain as much
evidence as possible.
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As in all investigations of this nature, there will be some questions that remain
unanswered. Some answers in all probability may never be known, facts cannot be
manufactured and only constructive and logical debate can ensue from some areas of
the Project investigation. However, it may be that in the future, additional evidence
could emerge whichwill explain the anomalies that exist. We doknow that the
research methodology used by the Project teamwill bear scrutiny over time, and if
later evidence is forthcoming, further examination can be carried out at a site that,
unlike the SYDE location, has not been archaeologically éstroyed.

It is extremely disappointing that th e work of Dr. Nolan and his
team has never been scrutinised outside the confines of his doctoral
dissertation.  The SYDE have had their work accepted in some quarters
as being the true catalog of events, purely because they presented their
case firstin the ir haste to 'beat any opposition’ to the post. This practice

cannot be acceptable within credible scientific and academic circles. In
addition, a rtifacts from the SYDE site have been presented to the
Director of the US Army Center of Military History beli eving that they

had been discovered at the true York location.

You have read that Brad Posey was present at the discovery of some of those
artifacts, and can testify to non-professional practice and suspect techniques
employed by the SYDE, coupled with their refusal or failure to recognise, utilize or
identify key elements within the historical factual records that is available to all. The
fact remains that evidence suggestghe site of the monument near the village of
Chatel-Chéhéry is located dead centr of 2nd Battalion , 328th Infantry main
infantry attack. York's patrol was not anywhere closeto the site of the present day
monument on that October morning, and the evidence that follows will prove that
beyond any reasonable doubt.

The Project Team have been asked, Well, does it really matter?" We are
adamant that it does. For many years men have pondered as to the exact site of
York's feat. It matters t o the future generations of scholars and tourists. If we didn't
have the information already, as a seriousstudent or as a passing historian, you
would want to know the name of the street where Kennedy was assassinated; the
exactsites of Civil War battlefields, or if there was any confusion, (or indeed more
than one hill), the correct hill where the Marines raised the flag at Iwo Jima. The site
where the US hero of WWII, Audie Murphy was in action is well documented. He is
another well known 'One man army.' See http://www.audiemurphy.com/holtzwihr3.htm
The visitor is able to visit that location in the full knowledge that is where Murphy
performed his deeds of heroism.

There follows a letter received from a retired U.S. Army officer. At that time
Wikipedia were not portraying a full representation of the York story. We are pleased
to say that situation has now changed and Wikipedia are displaying amore
encompassing and realisticview of events, but the contents of the letter do admirably
outline generally the current frustration of the Sergeant York Project Team.
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http://www.audiemurphy.com/holtzwihr3.htm

I't needs to be brought to their attention that Dr. N
a doctoral dissertation committee and he successfully defended his findings to the committee. His

wor k was done with utmost intellectual and unbiased r
lend more credibility to Wikipedia's narrative than that of Colonel Mastriano

Peer reviews will start accepmnhiehg MEBstrNahawé&s wiriindinmgg
meet rigorous research standards. In order to maintain their credibility, Wikipedia should
emphasize Dr. Nolandés work and treat Col onel Mastrian

of the account.

The importance of this is representatives of the French government are trying to promote the
Argonne as a tourist WWI destination and have been "forced" to accept Colonel Mastriano. If
Mastriano is accepted over Tom Nolan, then world - wide visitors to the site are going to g o away
with a skewed historical account of what happened there. The French are caught in a dilemma as to
finding a historically accurate solution to this issue without damaging French relations with the US
Military.

Wikipedia needs to understand that this is not a personality battle between Dr. Nolan and Colonel

Mastriano and their respective supporters. And they need to understand that Mastriano, although

first to publish, should not pre -empt Nolan. He could not rush his dissertation to be first. Mastrian o,

however, must have known about Dr. Nol ands research &
recognition.

Orientation:

We want to orientate the reader on both the topography and the military
situation on the ground on 8 October 1918. The two maps that follow will do just
that.
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Plan of Flank Attack of First Army
Against Argonne Forest, October 7,1918
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On this map2 you can see the 'Lost Battaliori on the western side of the Argonne. The
American attack had been oriented in a northerly direction until the 77th Division
(Lost Battalion) attack stalled. The objective plan being on the morning 8 October

1918, the 28th and 82nd Divisions would attack in a westerly direction into the

Argonne Forest to sever the narrow gauge railway known as the Decauville railway.

This was an arterial supply line for the Germans in the Argonne .

2 American Armies &attlefields in Europe. p.178 The 'Lost Battalion' in fact were never 'lost' and were not up
to battalion strength, however, during an attack, they became isolated from their support and endured 5 days
in a small 'pocket’ of supdruman resistance amidévrmidable German opposition. Their story is one of

bravery and fortitude. Brad Posey is currently involved in research investigation with the French authorities at
this site.
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The area around Chatel-Chéhéry. The place names areghose that the Americans
used. The Americans also used the French 1:20,000 Foret d'Argonne map sheet.
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At 6:10am on October 8 1918, the attack begarand almost immediately, the
assaulting Americans came under heavy fire. A 17 man patrol led by Sergeant
Bernard Early and which included Corporal Alvin York, was detailed to work their
way around the back of the German machine-guns and to take them out.

After some time, the patrol saw two German soldiers wearing Red Cross
armbands, they ran off into the undergrowth. The American patrol formed a
skirmish line and gave chase through the brush. They then came across a small
stream and around this stream sat around 90 German soldiers, resting and having
breakfast.

A few token shots were fired before the Germans surrendered. In the process
of rounding them up, a German machine-gun opened fire, killing 6 of the Americans
and wounding 3 more including Sgt. Early.

It was at this point that York commenced his fire. Shooting at Germans who
were raised above his position, and who had to raise their heads to see him, York
shot them one by one, reminiscent of his turkey shoots back in Tennessee. At one
stage, herepulsed a German bayonet attack of 6 men, shooting them from the rear
man first to the front man so that they would not be aware of their losses and go to
ground.

Shortly afterwards, a German officer surrendered, the soldiers cast off their
equipment and they were herded back toward American lines. It was later discovered
that York had taken 132 prisoners and killed 21 Germans back in the ravine. As a
result of this, York was awarded the Medal of Honor and the French Croix de Guerre
and promoted to Sergeant.

Later, American burial parties buried the 6 Americans where they fell on the
battlefield. Much later, after the war, the American Graves Registration Service
found the burial sites of the six men, exhumed them and with the exception of one
who was repatriated to the U.S. buried them at the U.S. Cemetery at MeuseArgonne.

We found that upon examination of the papers that detailed the burials,
coordinate positions had been given of the burials by the Chaplain conducting the
service. In each case the cordinates were erroneous, the Chaplain not having the
skills of navigation necessary for such a task.

However, the Grave Registration Service (GRS) upon finding the remains after
the war did take accurate coordinates, these were discovered by the ProjecTeam
upon examination of Archive material. It became obvious later that the SYDE had
not used any of this material in their examination, whether due to ignorance or that
this information did not fit their game plan is unclear.

Corporal Murray Savage was klled by the machine-gun and buried where he
fell. In 1919, at the time of his exhumation, a photograph was taken of his grave
clearly showing his weapon, helmet and some kit. (Below)
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A photograph of Corporal Savage's Grave from 1919 at the time of exhuration
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A photograph was taken of the graves of 4 men of the patrol who were buried
together. Privates Weiler, Swanson, Wareing and Dymowski.
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The sixth man of the patrol, Private Wine was the last to be found by the GRS.
He was some way from the other burials, no photograph was taken of his grave.

The detalil in the photograph, particularly that in Savage's picture, did not
come to bear until early in 2009 when Brad Posey was able to get a very clear,
sharper picture than we had access to before. Upon zoonmg in on the artifacts on
Savage's grave, Dr Nolan became excited. In 2006 at the foot of the hill in York's
ravine, the team had found the right half of an American 1910 model cartridge belt
and a stud to a lift -the-dot fastener, along with 30.06 ammuniti on sufficient to fill
seven full cartridge pouches. It was felt that upon salvage, this part had been
rejected, possibly saturated with blood and the ammunition was unsuitable owing to
exposure to the weather. In addition, close by, an American helmet hadbeen
recovered.

Examination of the photograph and of the site above resulted in a very close
match in topographical similarity.

Our 2006 research expedition (admirably described in Dr. Nolan's
dissertation) had worked closely with the French department of Archaeology in the
form of Mons. Yves Desfossé He was contacted again and permission was given for
further research to be carried out in the Spring of 2009.
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In the general area of the stream in 2006, the Project team had found several
interesting artifacts. One compelling piece of evidence was a collar disc which was
worn by American soldiers which denoted their units. This disc bore the figures and
letters '328 G' which meant 328th Infantry Company G, which was York's unit.

‘w":. g

PSR 4

We felt that if we could find evidence of the temporary burials of the six
American soldiers then the argument would be settled. We knew that the area where
we were researching had only been fought over during this period in 1918, unlike
other areas of the Western Front repeatedly subjected to battle over years.

We were joined by Jim Legg, an archaeologist with the South Carolina
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology. It wasn't long before a test area where we
had discovered the helmet and belt parts in 2006 began to yidd its secrets in the
form of the hob nailed sole of a boot. Close by, a pocket watch was found that when
cleaned up was found to be inscribed'American Railway Watch'.
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